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13) s.11(g) the right of a person not to be held guilty of an offence on account of any act or omission
which at the time of its commission or omission did not constitute an offence, and the right of a
person on being found guilty of an offence not to be subjected to a penalty heavier than the one
applicable at the time the offence was committed;

Government of Canada, The Right Honourable P. E. Trudeau, The Constitution and the People of
Canada: An Approach to the Objectives of Confederation, the Rights of People and the Institutions of
Government (1969), at p.54.
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37. Where an enactment (in this section called the “former enactment”) is repealed and another
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(e) when any penalty, forfeiture or punishment is reduced or mitigated by the new enactment, the
penalty, forfeiture or punishment if imposed or adjudged after the repeal shall be reduced or
mitigated accordingly; -
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the criminal offence was committed.

17) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Can. T.S. 1976 No. 47 (“ICCPR”)
Article 15(1) 1. No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act or
omission which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national or international law, at the time
when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at
the time when the criminal offence was committed. If, subsequent to the commission of the offence,
provision is made by law for the imposition of the lighter penalty, the offender shall benefit thereby.
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